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Idaho’s Juvenile Justice System—From Community through State Custody and Return to Community

Overview

Court

The juvenile justice system in Idaho
is based on the Juvenile Corrections
Act (JCA). This act states in section
20-501, Idaho Code, that juveniles
who violate the law will receive sen-
tences that balance the interests of
the community, victim, and individ-
ual offender. The JCA also states
that parents or legal guardians of
juvenile offenders will be held ac-
countable, where appropriate,
through monetary reimbursement
for restitution to victims of the ju-
venile’s delinquent acts, and super-
vision and confinement of the juve-
nile offender. Also, parents or legal
guardians participate in counseling
and treatment designed to develop
positive parenting skills and an un-
derstanding of the family’s role in
the juvenile’s behavior.
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If a juvenile is petitioned to court because of
a crime he or she has been accused of com-
mitting, the judge has several options. These
options are weighed by the judge using
many separate factors. It is important to un-
derstand that the juvenile justice system op-
erates under a sentencing philosophy of
“graduated sanctions.” This means that the
| level of restrictiveness im-
? / posed on a juvenile de-
g ¥ |pends on certain criteria,
such as, how serious the
offense is and how well the
juvenile cooperates with
the court. The purpose of
increasing the severity of
consequences is to protect
the community, hold the
juvenile accountable for
the harm caused, and provide opportunities
for the juvenile to develop skills to become a
successful member of their community. If,
in the wisdom of the court, sanctions are
necessary, the usual next step is juvenile
probation.

programs, such as, community services and
victim restitution. These gg

approaches may take the
form of probation super-
vision, after-hours track-
ing, or electronic moni-
toring, to name a few. In
cases where the juvenile
offender cannot be managed in the communi-
ty, the court may order commitment to the
legal custody of the state of Idaho.
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County Juvenile Services

If a juvenile is committed to Idaho Depart-
ment of Juvenile Corrections (IDJC), he or
she is assessed and placed at a facility to ad-
dress treatment needs. Once the juvenile has
completed treatment and the community
treatment team (comprised of the juvenile,
juvenile’s family, Juvenile Probation Officer
(JPO), select IDJC staff, and any identified
community members) has determined that
the risk to the community has been reduced,
the juvenile is most likely to return home.
County probation may continue to work with
the juvenile after release from state custody.

Counties provide a wide range of effective
approaches for managing juvenile offenders
safely in the community, including proba-
tion supervision and local detention. Each
county has its own probation department or
contracts with another county to supervise
juveniles. Probation departments emphasize
programs which hold juveniles accountable
to their victims and their communities with

Now That Your Child is Committed to IDJC

What happens now that my child has
been committed to the state?

Your child will be transported to an IDJC ob-
servation and assessment unit. Your child will
be evaluated to identify the most appropriate
treatment program. You will be asked to par-
ticipate in a meeting with the JPO and IDJC
staff members to discuss the program options

for your child. Staff will attempt to sched-
ule meetings when you are available.

After the evaluation process has been
completed, your child will be placed in a
program that will best suit his or her
needs. The program may be located at one
of IDJC’s correctional facilities, or at one
of the various contract provider programs
located across the state or out of state if
deemed appropriate. When possible, your
child will be placed in a program near
your community.

What can I do to help my child
while he or she is in state custody?

You can stay engaged by sending letters,
phone calls, visits (in person or on video),
and participation in monthly meetings.
The program’s information packet will
have additional details on how you can
help. For more information, please con-
tact your child’s Juvenile Services Coordi-
nator (JSC).

Will I know how my child is doing
in their program?

Yes. There are many ways you can stay
informed of your child’s progress includ-
ing monthly meetings, visitation (in per-
son or on video), and progress letters that
will be sent to you.

Will my child receive education and
medical attention while in state
custody?

Yes. Your child will receive professional
medical and educational services while in
state custody.



